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WORLDMS MATOMS
PECEMBER TC MEFOTIATE A CLIMATE TREATY, THER £
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‘THE UNITED NATIONS LAUNCHED
TALES MMWMED AT PRODUCING THE
FIRST SLOBAL CLIMATE ASREFMENT.
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IN JUNE 192, MORE THAN 170
HNATIONSE SATHELZED FOR THE FARTH
SLUMT N B DE JANEIRED, EE.I.EII_
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The ultimate objective of this Convention

.. I to achicwe ... stabilization of
grecnhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere at a level that would prevent
dangerous anthropogenic interfercnce
with the climate system.
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COMVBNTION Whdl A HISTORIC STER
T SLOW SLOBAL WARMING.
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SOME OF THAT ENERZY
WARMS THE ATMOSPHERE.

WATERE WAFOUR, CARBON NONIDE AND
OTHER SASES IN THE ATMOSPHERE
KEFF THE PLANET WARMES THAM IT
WoULE OTHERWYEE BE.
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By ADDING EXTRA 00, METHANE
AMD OTHERE POLLUTANTS,
HUMANG ARE STRENGTHENNE
THE SEEEMHOLHEE EFFECT

WHICH RADATES
INFEARED ENEREY

I 1828, THE SWEDIGH SCIENTIGT SWANTE ARRMENILS

CALCULATED HOW CHANSES M THE AMOUNT OF CO,
IH THE ATMOSFHERE COULD WARM O OO0 EAZTH. i o
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e .Arr!; sm HUMANG WEEE 7, L oM T3 JUNE 1BSS, HASA
RAIGING THE FLAMET'E TEWVIPFERATURE SCIENTIST JAMES
AND T WOLLD BECOME NOTICEABLE HANSEN TOLD A LS
N A& FEW CENTURIES. SENATE MEARING THAT

T T HUs AN WERE HANE A
CLEAR IMFACT BY
BUENING FOSSIL FUELS
SUCH AS COAL, oL AMD
HATLEAL Sag,
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"THE SREFHHOUSE
EFFECT His BEFM
CETECTED, AND IT
HE CHANGING OU

i IT WAR A WAKE-LIF
i CALL TO THE WORLD,

T YERY DAY, THE TEMPERATUEE
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THE COUNTRY WS
FUFFELME ONE OF ITS
WORET DROUSHTE EVER.

ACTIVIST CHICO .ur-:*a-«s'
DREW ATTENTION TO THE
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FOGSIL FUFLE ARE NOT THE OMLY
CALGE OF WARMING. DEFORESTATION i 1
ALSO CONTRIBUTES BY RELEASING o 2

THE £0: STOSED N TEEFS. Landsal sabellos images show |8 & .
forest boss in Ronddrea, Braeil & T
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ALAZMED BY THE SROWING
PROBLEM, THE UNITED NATIONS
CEEATED THE INTERSOVERMMENTAL
FPANEL OM CLIMATE CHANSE (IFCCY
M 1988 TO ASSESS THE ISSUE.

AT THE IPCCE FIRST MEETING, THE CEFCTOR OF
THE UNTEDR MATIONSG ENVIECOHMENT PFROGEAMME,
MOSTARA TOLBA, WPLORED SCIENTISTS TO USE
THE TE LEFT IN THE CENTURY = JUST 4000
EAr's = T CHAL WITH CLIMATE CHANGE.

HOPES WERE HIGH BECALSE
THE WORLD HAD ALREADY
TAKEN FTEFF TO SOLVE ONE
EMVIECHNMENTAL CHRASTER.

IM 1857, HATIONS ADOFTED A TEEATY
T PROTECT THE OZIONE LAYER

M ITe FILST EEPORT, THE IPCC
FORECASTED THAT IF CURRENT
TREMNDS COMNTINUE UNTIL 2100,
THE WORLE wouLD B 4°0

WAEMER THAM IT WasF IN LBEO,
SWELLIMNG OCEANS WOULD BE
B MACR PROBLEM .

I-'ill| WEE 1960 prapcied
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A MONSTREOUS OYCLONE
W.'JHI 1M 1891 WHEN T KILLED BOEE THAM
143,000 PECFLE 1M BANSLADESH.

THE R TREATY WS CLEAELY MOT
EMOUSH, S0 MATIONS SATHERED

™ i99S N BEELM TO MESOTIATE

A STRONGER ACCORD,
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; SAID DEVELOPED MATIONS
o HAD TOr ALT PIRST BECAUSE THEY

PEAL. COUNTRIES WOULD HAWE TWO
THARS TO AGREE OM EMISSIONS
LIMITE FOR CEVELOPED NATIOME.




IN CECEMBER 12997, COUNTRIES SATHERED IM
Ky¥OTO, JAPAN, TO HASH OUT A NEW TREATY BUT
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THEY COULDN'T AGBTIEE O HOW MUDH DEYVELOPEDR o ) *
MATIOME SHOULD TEIM THEIE EVISSIONG, — ; . [~ Eh‘_ o
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L el e CALLED THE KYOTO PROTOCOL. H

HPLIT THE WORLE W
TWO: INDUSTRIALITED
COUNTRIES WITH
EMIESIONE LIMTS ...

M GREEMHOUEE-G5 FOLLUTION
BY SFECIFIC AMOUNTS,
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THE FROTOCOL ALSO ALLOWED FOR
FLEWBILITY IN HOW COUNTRIES MET
THEIR COMMITMENTS. PEVELOPED
HATIONS COULD ST CREDTT FOR
EFDUCING EMISSIONG 1IN FOORER ONES.

CEVELOPED COUNTRIBS PEOMISED TO CUT THEIR OVERALL
EMiERONE TO B.25% BFLOW 100 LEVELS FOI THE
FPERUOD 2008-12, EACH COUNTREY HAD IMF OYWHN TARSET.

THE U'S EEFUSED TO EATIFY THE
PACT BECALSE OF COMCERMS THAT
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T BCONOMY WOULD SURFER WHILE
DEVELCOPING NATIONE SCTEACED
THEIR POLLUTION WITHOUT LIMITE.
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SO0H, WORLD INVIINTS MADE CLEAR HOW
BMITED THE PROTOCOL WA, IN 2008,

EYOTO PROTOCOL Wis FATALLY FLAWELD
N PUNDAMENTAL Wa¥E. "
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CHINA PRESED THE s TO BECOME THE
WORLES LARGEST CAREDN EMITTER.
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THROWSHOUT THE CLIMATE
MESOTIATIONG, SCIENTISTS HAVE
TRIER TO SHOW WHAT KikDr OF
WORLD AWATE FUTURE
SENERATIONS IF GLOBAL
WARMING CONTIMUES.

SUCH FORECASTS COME FROW
COMPLEY CLIMATE SYSTEM
MODBELE, WHICH DniDe THE
FLOTE WTO MILLICNS OF CRLLE ...

REFEARCHERS HAVE CONFIDENCE

4 THEIR MODELS BECAUSE THEY |0 Soxlel i
CAN BEPRODUCE PEATUEES OF |5 — Ctrervations N
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THOUEH SCIENTIFTS ASRESD HUMANS WERE WARMING
THE FLANET, SOME POLIMCANS DENED THAT PACT

WE SHOULD BVESTIHATE THE H'I'I.L'FUH?I'.'-'
EFFORT BY CEETAN O COMPANEF TO
MANUFACTURE CONTRECWVERSY AND CAsT DOUBST f
On THE REALITY OF SLOBAL WARMING.*
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SAWITH ALL OF THE HYSTERIA, ALL OF THEF FRAR,
ALL OF THE PHOWY #CIENCE COULD 1T BE THAT
MAN-MADE SLOBAL WATMINE & THE GREATEST
HOWY EVER PERPETRATED OM THE AMERICAM

PECPLETY = S SENATOR JAMES INHOPH, 3008

FLIFFREEE A A THE WPACTS WERE SETTING

CLEARER. THE IPCC DECLARED
ZOOT: WARMING OF THE CLIMATE
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2 LA THAT YEAR, THE fec
WAS AWARDED THE NOBEL
PEACE FEIZE FOR ITF EFROETE.

DRASSED ON. NATIONE MET | ACTIONS” OF THEIR OWMN CHOOSING
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WHILE THE SCENCE BACED ’ FOR THE FIRET TWAE, DEVELOPING
AHEAD, THE NEGOTATIONS / HATIONE ASTEED TO "MITISATION
W BAL) W DECEMBER IO0T. -‘ TO LT CLIMATE CHANGSE.

AND FARTICPANTE DECIDED
% THE MEXT TEEATY WOULD
\-. = ALTRESS DEFORESTATION.
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For more on the Paris climate talks,
see: nature.com/parisclimate
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